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From the Directors 

 
Greetings! 
 

To all our new members:  we look forward to having you participate in one of the 
most active and exciting activities at Paul Laurence Dunbar High School.  You are the 
future of the band program at Paul Laurence Dunbar.  We encourage you and your family 
to become involved.  It is an activity that takes some extra effort, yet is extremely 
rewarding.  Furthermore, everyone that gets involved will make friends that will last a 
lifetime. 

 
To our returning members:  you know what it takes to achieve success as a 

member of the Paul Laurence Dunbar High School Band.  We expect you to reach new 
heights this year!  Through your pride, dedication, and commitment, we feel certain that 
this will be the best year ever for the Paul Laurence Dunbar High School Band! 

 
The band program at Paul Laurence Dunbar is a vital and important part of the total 

high school curriculum.  The band represents a large, colorful, visible, and highly 
disciplined segment of the school  The performance of the band at contests, concerts, 
sporting events and parades adds a great deal of color and life to the Paul Laurence 
Dunbar community.  Furthermore, it is possible to be a member of the band and maintain 
a high scholastic standing.  Over one half of the band members received academic letters 
for the 2009-2010 school year.  

 
The main emphasis of the Paul Laurence Dunbar Band is to provide its members 

with experiences in music that are educational and memorable.  These experiences are 
achieved through superior musical performance.  Concepts of teamwork, cooperation, 
goal setting, responsibility, dedication, and commitment of purpose are explored.  Band is 
more than a class:  it is the biggest team at Paul Laurence Dunbar! 

 
Jeff Hood, Director 
Jeff.Hood@fayette.kyschools.us 
 
Brian Morgan, Assistant Director 
Brian.Morgan@fayette.kyschools.us  
 
 
Paul Laurence Dunbar High School Band 
1600 Man-O-War Boulevard 
Lexington, KY  40513 
(859) 381-3562

mailto:Jeff.Hood@fayette.kyschools.us
mailto:Brian.Morgan@fayette.kyschools.us
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WELCOME TO THE P. L. DUNBAR HIGH SCHOOL BAND! 
 

 
PLD Band has a strong tradition as an 

excellent band that combines outstanding 
musicianship and pageantry to produce 
exciting performances.  We mix hard work, 
determination and fun to build memories 
that will last a lifetime.   

 
Band is an academic class at Dunbar High School.  Students receive academic credit 

and have the opportunity to earn weighted grades for Advanced Band.  Band requires 
work outside the classroom and outside the regular school year. 
 

As a beginning high school student you will start your high school experience knowing 
almost 200 other students before the first day of school!  This is a guide book to help new 
band members and their families begin this journey with the PLD Band.  It should make 
the first days in band a little easier in terms of the language, what to expect, and how to 
prepare. 
 

The Dunbar Band Provides Many Opportunities 

 Marching Band, includes Musicians and Color Guard 

 Winter Guard 

 Pep Band 

 Jazz Band 

 Percussion Class 

 Orchestra 

 Solos and Ensembles 

 Honors Bands: All-District and All-State 

Most members of the Band are members of the Marching Band, so much of this 
booklet focuses on that aspect of the band program. 
 

Band Classes at Dunbar High School 
 

Band is an important and diverse part of the curriculum at PLD High School.  Band 
students register for and enroll in band classes: Concert Bands (two), and Wind 
Ensemble.  The Directors assign students to one of these three sections on the basis of 
auditions held in the spring.  Students play marching competition music, music for the 
holiday season and KMEA assessment concerts.  Percussion or Drum Line members 
enroll in the percussion class.  Members of the Color Guard who do not play band 
instruments register for and attend band classes in the fall semester, but they usually take 
other classes during the spring semester.  Band students may enroll in one of the Jazz 

The PLD Band’s Mission: 
 
To provide members with experiences 
in music that is educational and 
memorable. 
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Band sections in addition to their regular band class.  Grades for all classes are 
determined by attendance at rehearsals and performances, active participation, 
performance, writing assignments, and evidence of excellence.  
 

Private lessons are an individual learning opportunity that reaps numerous benefits.  
Private tutoring is the quickest, most effective way for a student to reach their fullest 
potential as a student instrumentalist.  Lessons are readily available in the Lexington area.  
Good bands are full of students who study privately.  
 

A band member is eligible for numerous awards and honors during his or her band 
career.  The awards and honors are designed to promote student achievement: 

 Letter – awarded to each member who successfully fulfills the requirements and 
responsibilities of one full year in band including Band Camp. 

 Bar – given to members that already have attained letters.  One bar for each year 
in Band. 

 John Phillip Sousa Award – one of the highest honors given, it is awarded to the 
member who has best exemplified the ideals of the Paul Laurence Dunbar Band 
Program. 

 Pete Conley Jazz Award – to recognize the outstanding jazz musician 

 Outstanding Color Guard Award –in recognition of achievement and leadership 
within the Color Guard 

 Most Improved Band members – award outstanding improvement 

 Outstanding Band members – award outstanding members of each class 

 All State Band (a very high honor) – Solo and Ensemble Superior Ratings, All 
County Band and Band Clinic members will be recognized also.  
 

 

THE DUNBAR BAND YEAR 
 
Three distinct phases make up the band year: 

 Band Camp and Pre-Competition rehearsals 

 Marching Season 

 Concert Season and Winter Guard 

 KMEA District Concert Band Assessments  
 

 
 
 
Band Camp and Pre-Competition Rehearsals 
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Your Band journey begins with Color Guard Camp and Freshman and New Band 
Member Camp.  These activities will introduce you to marching and color guard 
fundamentals and get you ready to join the experienced band members.  All color guard 
members are required to participate in a one-week Color Guard Camp scheduled for 
June, 21-25, 2010.  This camp focuses on teaching dance and equipment basics in 
preparation for band camp and the upcoming marching season.  Full Band Camp runs 
two weeks beginning July 19 followed by post camp rehearsals.  Band Camp is held at 
PLD High School.  You must attend camp to insure a spot in the competition show. 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Typical Band Camp days involve marching rehearsals in the relative cool of the 
mornings and musical rehearsals indoors in the heat of the afternoons.  Marching 
rehearsals begin each day, weather permitting, on the lower parking lot - our practice field.   
 

Parents are invited to visit during the mornings of band camp and sit on the "beach" in 
lawn chairs in the sun or under the trees.  Parents offer support, cold cloths, water and ice 
to help cool band members down.  A well stocked first aid kit is always near the band.  Liz 
Wright, 537-6034, shespins@gmail.com  is our Band Camp Director this year.  Parents are 
invited to help her. 

 
Parents also provide meals during the two-week camp for the band directors and staff.  

If you would like to help, please contact Dory Horne at dorywithay@insightbb.com 
 
A preview of the competition show and picnic on the last Thursday night of camp 

allows families and friends to hear the band play the music from this year's show, to share 
food, and to build friendships.  After lunch on Friday everyone takes a break with the 
annual car wash fundraiser: 50% work and 50% fun! 
 

Preparing for Band Camp 
Before Band Camp, band members are encouraged to: 

 Build stamina by walking before mid-July. 

 Get used to the heat by spending time outside  
during the day. Begin drinking additional water 
to keep hydrated in the heat. 

 
 
During Band Camp: 

2010 Band Camp Dates and Pre-Competition Rehearsals (Mandatory) 
 

June 21-25    Color Guard Camp-TBA 
July 15-16  New Members Orientation- 9:00 a.m. to noon 
July 19-July 30 Band Camp- 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
July 30  Preview and Picnic 
August 2-6  Post Camp Rehearsals- 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

August 11  First Day of School 

mailto:dorywithay@insightbb.com
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 Drink plenty of water every evening, and each day before, during, and after 
practice.  If you feel thirsty, then you may already be dehydrated. 

 Eat a good dinner. 

 Get a good night's sleep. 

 Eat a good breakfast. 

 BE ON TIME FOR PRACTICE!  At 9:00 a.m. you must be on the field ready to 
go - not just arriving. 

 Wear a hat and/or sunglasses and light-colored and lightweight clothing. 

 WEAR SUNSCREEN EVERY DAY! It is best to apply this as you are getting 
dressed. 

 Wear shoes that are comfortable and that provide support.  You will be 
marching forward and backward on the pavement.  Don't break in new shoes at 
camp.  Your shoes may end up spray-painted as you learn positions.  DO NOT 
WEAR SANDALS OR FLIP-FLOPS OR GO BAREFOOT. 

 Bring water jug / cooler each day.  If you prefer bottles, then bring a cooler with 
ice and several bottles.  Fill cooler 1/2 full with ice & 1/2 full with water so it 
stays cool.  Drink the water. 

 Drink your own water. Never drink after each other! 

 Bring and eat a nutritious lunch.  You may store it in the cooler you bring for 
water. 

 Have a good time learning the music and show! 
 
 

Marching Season 
 
 Once school starts the after-school rehearsals begin.  Sectionals are held for wind and 
percussion players on Monday from 3:30-5:00 p.m. and Color Guard from 6:00-9:00 p.m.   
On Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday we will practice from 3:30-6:00 p.m.  We will 
practice on Friday if there is a contest on Saturday and no football game on Friday.  In 
addition, the Band rehearses on weekdays when school is out for professional 
development or record days.  Rehearsals may be held on Saturdays as the competition 
schedule allows.  
 
 Marching Band competitions begin in September and continue through October.  The 
Band develops a single show for the marching season.  Shows may consist of four or five 
parts, and the Band develops each part – “puts them on the field” – as rehearsals and the 
season progress.  Each year the Directors design a show shirt to represent the season’s 
show.  The Dunbar Band Parents Association (BPA) provides all students with a show 
shirt, which becomes an informal uniform during the season.  Additional show shirts are 
available for purchase by families and friends.   
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 The official uniform, also provided by the Dunbar BPA, consists of black bib pants, 
custom designed jacket with insert, hat and plume, gauntlets, gloves, and black shoes.  
Fitting for the uniform will occur in early August.  Students must wear a Band t-shirt and 
gym shorts under their uniform as it is often necessary to change in or out of uniforms 
while traveling.  Students are expected to furnish black socks and black marching shoes.  
The shoes will be measured and purchased as a group in August.  The shoes cost 
approximately $27.00.  No jewelry can be worn with the uniform.  Hair cannot be below 
the collar, or you must wear a hairnet.  The entire uniform will be stored in the uniform 
room.  
 
 

Football Games at PLD 
 
 The Band performs at varsity football home games during the season when marching 
competitions do not conflict.  The Band plays the National Anthem at the start of the 
game, plays pep tunes during the game, and performs the competition show at half-time.  
Band Members take a break during the third quarter and then come back to perform more 
pep tunes until the end of the game. 
 
 

Marching Competitions 
 
 The Band attends competitions at local, state, and national levels.  Bands compete 
with others of their size-class (based on high school enrollment) and also vie for best 
overall honors.  Judges at each competition evaluate the performances according to 
established criteria.  Most local and state competitions use the same criteria – those 
sanctioned by the Kentucky Music Educators’ Association (KMEA).  The criteria at 
national-level competitions such as Bands of America (BOA) differ slightly from those 
used at state and local competitions.  The judging criteria is as follows: 
 
KMEA:  Six judges evaluate the band on four categories with total possible points of 100.  
  
 General Effect (visual)  20 points 

 Visual Performance   20 points 

 General Effect (music)   20 points 

 Music Performance  40 points 

  TOTAL                    100 points 
 

Scores range from Novice (00.0-39.9), Apprentice (40-59.9), Proficient (60-79.9) and 
Distinguished (80-100).  Bands can qualify for state competition by earning one 
distinguished rating. 
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BOA:  Seven judges evaluate the band on six categories with total possible points of 100. 
 

Music Performance – Individual (judge on field)      20 points 

Music Performance – Ensemble        20 points 

 Two Music Performance scores averaged for maximum    20 points 

Visual Performance – Individual (judge on field)     20 points 

Visual Performance, Ensemble        20 points 

 Two Visual Performance scores averaged for maximum    20 points 

Music General Effect (2 judges)       40 points 

Visual General Effect             20 points 

TOTAL:                            100 points 
 
 
Local Competitions 
 

The Directors will determine which competitions the band attends.  Several schools 
and marching band programs in Kentucky host competitions within easy driving distances 
of Lexington.  In recent years Dunbar has attended competitions held at Bryan Station 
High School, Grant County High School, and Louisville Male High School.  These 
competitions are held on Saturdays in early fall.  The Band travels on school buses.  Each 
bus has two bus chaperones.  Depending on the timing and length of the trip the BPA 
provides food and water or students supply their own before departure. 
 
Overnight Trips 
 

Trips to some competitions may be overnight trips.  These trips typically last from 
Friday through Sunday.  The Band travels in charter busses, and the BPA provides food 
and housing for the trip.  During overnight trips we are usually not the only guests at the 
hotel.  Hotel staffs are typically very complimentary about our Band's behavior.  Families 
have the opportunity of volunteering as bus or hotel chaperones and helping with food 
service, uniforms, and the pit. 

What to Expect and Etiquette at Competitions 

Band competitions are festive occasions full of color and sound.  Family members 
usually wear the PLD show shirt and sit together to support the band during competitions.  
Spectators should not enter or leave the stadium while any band is performing.  Applause 
and cheering for the bands is appropriate.  Talk should be limited during the performance.  
Remember we are there to support the hard work/efforts of all the competing bands.  The 
stands, concession lines, and other gathering points are crowded and you never know 
whose parent or friend you are next to.  Please be positive!  Admission to local contests 
ranges from $5 to $10.  Things you may want to take to a competition:  seat cushion, 
camera, poncho, binoculars, pen or pencil to record the results.  Some venues prohibit 
umbrellas and backpacks.  Be prepared. 
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Mr. Hood prefers to give the band members the results of competitions.  He can 
provide context and interpretation and knows how he wants to use the results to motivate 
the students.  Those of us in the stands need to refrain from telephoning, text-
messaging, or discussing any results with the students until Mr. Hood has had the 
chance to report the results to the Band. 

 
 
 

Concert Season 
 

The Band holds its Holiday Concert at the University of Kentucky’s Singletary Center 
in combination with the PLD chorus and orchestra.  This annual event is a wonderful night 
of music provided by our young musicians.   
 

During the Spring Semester the band works on musicianship and prepares for the 
KMEA Concert Band Assessment.  Participation is required by all band students. It is 
held on a Saturday in April. The three PLD bands perform separately during the 
assessment.  The Band Parents Association provides bus transportation and chaperones 
for the day-trips to the competition, and the Pit Crew arranges transportation of 
instruments.  Typically, the bands give a pre-assessment concert for friends and families a 
few days before the assessment. 

 
The band participates in the Picnic on the Dawgwood, a pop concert and picnic held 

in May in cooperation with the PLD orchestra and chorus.  It is fun event for families and 
friends and the proceeds benefit all three music programs.   

 
The final band performance of the school year is at the Dunbar Commencement 

Ceremony. 
 
 

FINANCIAL MATTERS, BAND FEES, AND FUNDRAISING 
 

The quality band program that we have come to expect from Dunbar is expensive – 
over $1,400 per student.  The Band receives very minimal financial support from the 
Fayette County Board of Education – just a few thousand dollars each year.  The Band 
Parents Association and the members of the band provide the necessary funds to support 
the Band’s activities.  The entire band program benefits from these funds, which are used 
to pay for such things as sheet music, instruments and instrument repair, other equipment, 
uniforms, instruction, and other administrative support.  In addition, the funds raised by the 
PLD Band Parents Association pays for all transportation to assessments and contests 
and off-campus performances, food, lodging at contests, entry fees, and award patches. 
 

Band Fees are set each year by the Director as part of the budget process conducted 
with the Band Parents Association.  The PLD Band enjoys the lowest band fee cost in our 
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area and level of competition.  These low fees are possible only because of the success of 
our fund raising efforts.  The Band Fee covers a little over one-third of that cost.  
Fundraising makes up the difference; a large part of fundraising is the PLD Band’s 
contract with Aramark at Lexington Legends baseball games.    
 

Color guard members are a part of the PLD Marching Band and follow all guidelines 
which include paying band fees, participating in all fundraising events, attending band 
camp, etc.  In addition to the band fees, each color guard member will assume some other 
expenses, to cover the cost of equipment fees, practice and show gloves, undergarments 
for show uniform, performance shoes, and a jacket/wind suit. After marching season, the 
members have the opportunity to participate in Winter Guard, which is  a competition 
circuit featuring an indoor performance, choreographed to recorded music with flags, 
rifles, and dance.  This is optional, and fees are determined each year.   
 

Concert band members will receive band class fees the first week of school, work only 
8 Legends slots, and participate in other fundraising activities.  All  band members benefit 
from the PLD Band Parents’ Association financial support that provides, among other 
items, sheet music, instruments, transportation to concerts and contests, and other 
operational and administrative support. 
 

We count on each family to pay band fees, work the requested number of Legends 
slots, and to participate in fundraisers to produce additional profits for the band.  For all to 
reap the benefits of being in this excellent program, everyone needs to participate in the 
fundraising efforts. In order to be eligible to be a Board Member, Committee Chairperson, 
and Bus or Hotel Chaperone – All band fees must be current.  In the event of hardship 
and the ability to fulfill these financial obligations, contact the PLD Band Parents 
Association Treasurer, to make a financial assistance request in writing.   

 
 
 

PAUL LAURENCE DUNBAR BAND PARENTS’ ASSOCIATION 
 
The purpose of the Paul Laurence Dunbar Band Parents’ Association, Inc. (BPA) is to 

lend support, both moral and financial, to the Paul Laurence Dunbar High School Band 
program and to cooperate with the Director of the Band.  Members of the BPA include 
parents or legal guardians of current band members.  The BPA is a Kentucky corporation 
that is recognized by the Internal Revenue Service as a tax-exempt, charitable 
organization.  The BPA generally holds six meetings per year: four general meetings, one 
for elections (November) and one to discuss the budget (May). 

 
The Band Parents’ Association will help with any questions that arise during the year.  

Many members have completed at least one year of band, if not many years!  They are 
glad to share their knowledge and experiences.  The BPA consists of a Board of Directors, 
who works with the PLD Band Directors.  The PLD BPA Board of Directors meets monthly 
and you may contact any of these members with questions or problems.  In addition, there 
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are several committee chairpersons which assist the BPA.  See a complete list at the end 
of this booklet.   

The BPA supports the band with both time and money and contributes to the band’s 
success in many ways: doing room checks at the hotel as a chaperone, washing and 
hemming uniforms, hauling a drum cart onto the field, assembling a flag, preparing the 
newsletter.  Everyone works at Legends to earn money for the band.  Every job is 
meaningful in the band effort.  Family members have many options to assist with the 
Association’s committees.  Board Members, Committee Chairpersons, Bus and Hotel 
Chaperones MUST be Current on their Band Fees.   

 
In addition, per Fayette County Public Schools Guidelines and state law, ANY Parent 

Volunteers must complete the Background Check.  This background check is valid for 
FIVE YEARS.   You can apply online at:  webapps.fcps.net/volunteer 

 
TRS – The Registration System:  This is new to PLD Band this year, an On-Line 

Registration process for ALL Band Members and their parents/guardians.  This system will 
computerize band registration for the BPA, and is the process for registering for Legends 
slots, submitting fundraisers and other reservations (banquet, etc).  There is information 
at the end of this packet for the TRS activation process.   

 
Please complete Student and Parent Registration on TRS (On-Line Registration at: 
https://pldbands2010.theregistrationsystem.com/en/registration/index/667 or Link on website: pldband.org 

 

  

Communication:  The BPA publishes a newsletter several times a year, and MOST 

communication from the BPA and Band Directors, comes via email.  The BPA has a List 
Serve, which generates all band communication to this email distribution list.  To be 
placed on this list, send an email with request to be put on List Serve to:  
charhenn@aol.com    This list is for BAND INFORMATION only – and NOT to be used by 
parents or students to generate personal communication, etc.   
In addition, the TRS system will also be generating email reminder notices and other band 
communication. 
 
 

 PARENT NAMETAGS:   The BPA will provide each marching band parent with a 

nametag – listing parent name and student name/graduation year.  Please wear your 
nametags to any PLD Band event (competitions, meetings, Legends), which will help you 
get to know other band parents.  Please register on TRS with the name you would like on 
your nametag, or indicate on the Commitment Form, in the registration packet.   
     

 

Fundraising 
 
    There are several components to the PLD Band Parents Association Fundraising, as 
listed below.  BOTH Marching Band AND Concert Band Students are responsible for 
Fundraising throughout the season.  For each of the fundraisers, each student is 

mailto:charhenn@aol.com
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required to sell a specific amount of product, or pay a “buyout” (if product is not sold).  
These amounts are determined by the Board, and based on the budget.   

 
Legends 

 
Our single biggest fundraiser is working the concession stands for the Legends games 

at the Applebee’s ball park.  The Dunbar Band has been associated with the Lexington 
Legends since they started operations.  Through our current agreement with Aramark 
Sports and Entertainment Services, Inc. the band earns a percentage of sales at the 
concessions stands.   

 
Because we commit to provide concession staff at each game we ask everyone to 

work a 20 slot minimum for each band member (8 for concert-only band members).  
Families who have 2 students in the band will work a 35 slot minimum. One “slot” is one 
person’s work at a Legends game or special event at Applebees Park.  There is no 
“buyout” for the Legends commitment. 

 
Many of the concession stands serve beer, and band family adults must receive 

Aramark’s TIPS training regarding standards and protocols for serving alcoholic 
beverages.  Aramark offers several of these training sessions throughout the season, and 
the certification is good for three years.  Food service is another aspect of the concessions 
sales, and volunteers need to receive food handler training.  We cooperate with the 
Fayette County Health Department to make sure that our volunteers receive that training. 

 
Seasonal Fundraisers 

 
The band holds several other fundraising events.  For each event a minimum amount 

of sales or contribution will be announced.  Planned events for the upcoming year include: 
 

 Qdoba Cards (Aug) 

 Cheese & Sausage Sales (Aug/Sept) 

 Fruit & Nut Sales (December) 

 Winter Fundraiser (February/March) 

 Spring Fundraiser (April) 

 Flower and Plant Sales (May) 

 

 

 
Year-’Round Fundraisers 

 
Several on-going opportunities to help the band.   

 Palomar Fazolis – the band receives 15% of sales on Thursday nights.  Coupons 
are required and available in the band room 
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 Kroger Gift Cards – PLD Band receives 4% of every purchase made using the 
card.  Each new band member receives a Kroger gift card in the amount of $5.00.  
You can “charge up” the card at the checkout or at the customer service desk.  
Additional cards can be purchased for $5.00 so that family and friends can 
participate.  The cards work at Kroger stores across the country. 

 Occasionally there will be PLD Band Nights at other restaurants and stores in 
the area.  Coupons may be required and the band receives a percentage of the 
sales.  We have had “Dunbar Nights” at Max & Erma’s, Applebee’s, Beef O 
Brady’s and Joseph – Beth and RinCon Mexicana Restaurant. 

 

     ●     GoodSearch:  When surfing the web, please use the GoodSearch.com (instead of 
 Google).  Enter "Dunbar", then click verify to select the Band Parents 
 Association.  We receive $0.01 each time you search.  Click on the link from our 
 website or go to http://www.goodsearch.com to get started. 
  
     ●      GoodShop:  Shopping online is easy at GoodShop and the Band can receive up       
 to 30% of your purchase price! Many of their over 1,000 Online Merchants also 
 offer special discounts to GoodShop users.  Click on the link from our website or go 
 to www.goodshop.com and indicate your shopping for PLD today! 
 

 

Parent Volunteers of the PLD Band Parents Association  

There are many opportunities to be involved with the Band Parents 

Association.  It takes SEVERAL parents to “get our show on the road” each 
season; please consider volunteering for one or more volunteer committees. 
YOU MAY REGISTER FOR COMMITTEES ON THE PLD BAND TRS SITE, or contact a 
committee chairperson.      

 
Committee Chairpersons 

Most of the Committees listed below have a Committee Chairperson, if you are 
interested in a Chairperson position, please contact a board member, as the 

board appoints/approves all Chairperson positions.     
 

Board Member Positions 
If you are interested on serving on the Board:  President, President –Elect, 

Vice President – Fundraising, Treasurer, Vice President – Membership, 
Secretary, IT/Systems Coordinator .  These positions are filled by the 

nominating committee each fall and each term is January- December.   
 

Parent Volunteers & Committees – Continued 
 
●Fundraising 

Legends:  In addition to individual participation we also need volunteers for the 
following Supervision positions:  House Supervisors and Stand Supervisors.   

http://www.goodsearch.com/
http://www.goodshop.com/
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Product Collection/Distribution:  Committee members organize, with product orders & 

product distribution (fruit/nut sale, cheese/sausage sale, etc).  Volunteers work on the 
fundraiser of their choice and support others as needed in collecting money, unloading 
delivery trucks, distributing goods. 

 
Community Sponsorships:  Committee members help solicit area businesses for 

sponsorships. 
   

●Performance Support 
 
Summer Band Camp –assist students as needed on and off the field during the two-

week band camp.  For example, committee members provide students with water and 
towels, have the first aid kit available, plan for treats for students.   

Uniforms - fit, alter, maintain and clean uniforms, oversee transportation of uniforms on 
band trips, and assist students with uniforms before/after football games, contests and 
concerts. 

Color Guard - assemble flags and equipment for show, maintain and clean uniforms, 
assist students with uniforms and equipment before and after football games and 
contests.  Oversee transportation of flags, equipment, & uniforms for band trips.  

Pit Crew - load, transport instruments and equipment for football games, band trips & 
concerts.  Pit crew travels with the band and is responsible for getting all equipment on the 
field for performances.  You are active during marching season and concert trips.  You 
would not be required to go on all trips. 

Props Construction - design and build show props, instrument carts and other projects 
as needed. 

 
Band Wear/Spiritwear Sales:  Assist with Sales of various band wear items throughout 

the season (t-shirts, hoodies, etc).   
 
Show Shirts:  Help to distribute the marching band show shirts to band members at the 

beginning of the season. 
 
Section Shirts:  Assist section leaders in collecting money and placing order for section 

t-shirts at the beginning of the season. 
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Parent Volunteers & Committees Continued:   
 
●Hospitality 

 
Band Banquet:   Committee members plan the spring Band Banquet, which recognizes 

students’ accomplishments and bids farewell to seniors. 

Picnic on the Dawgwood - work with orchestra and chorus parents in planning and 
coordinating the spring pops concert.  Responsibilities include table reservations, ticket 
sales, procuring door and raffle prizes, and silent auction items. 

Director’s Lunch – Committee helps coordinate meals for Band Directors & Staff during 
the two weeks of all day band camp.   

Preview Picnic: Committee helps with set-up, clean-up and coordinates dinner served 
after the Preview Picnic performance (end of band camp).  

 
●Publicity 

Committee members- Inform newspaper and radio/TV stations of band events and 
achievements, e.g. band camp, competition results, fundraisers, as needed.  Photographic 
ability would be helpful. 

 
●Travel 

 
Travel Coordinator - makes all travel arrangements for overnight trips and other travel 

as required for local contests.  Reserves hotel rooms for students, staff, pit crew and 
chaperones.  Arranges for food and other necessities during trips.  Travel chairperson will 
need to travel with the band on overnight trips and work with the chaperone committee.   

Bus Chaperones- Parents serve as bus chaperones and travel with the students on 
band trips e.g. contests, concerts, other performances.  Signing up as a chaperone does 
not mean you will go on every trip but you will be available to help throughout the season.       
Bus Chaperones stay with the band at all times.  They help students get into uniforms, 
provide water, notify directors of any injuries, provide moral support, etc.  It is a lot of fun 
and you are on the “front line.” 

Hotel Chaperones - Parents also serve as hotel chaperones that monitor students at 
the hotel during overnight trips.  Parents work assigned shifts when the students are at the 
hotel.  Also, serve as a contact person to a group of students rooms – making sure they 
obey “lights out”, and schedule a morning wake-up call.   

Tickets – inform band supporters the ticket prices and order information for contests, 
collect ticket money, buy tickets, distribute tickets to supporters. 
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Parent Volunteers & Committees – Continued 
 
●Membership 
 

New Member – Current PLD Band Parents provide information and answers to new                    
   parents.   

Newsletter - produce and distribute newsletter. 

Web Site Development - creates and maintains the band web page 
 
Parent Nametags – Generate and Distribute nametags to marching band parents.   
 

     Ride Share – provide transportation to students who have difficulty with getting to and                                                                                                                                     
from practices. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
BAND VOCABULARY 

 
Band Banquet and Awards.  Held in the Spring each year to honor all band members for their 

accomplishments during the school year. This is the final farewell for graduating senior band members. 
The video of the marching band season is a highlight of this night. 

  
Band Classes at PLD.  There are three levels of band classes offered: Concert Band, Symphonic 

Band, and Wind Ensemble.  After individual auditions in the spring, students are placed according to 
their experience and ability level.  Percussion class is for those playing percussion instruments.  Jazz 
Band and Advanced Jazz Band are additional classes for those students who enjoy playing and learning 
more about jazz music.  

 
Band Parents Association (BPA).  All parents/guardians of the band members are considered to 

be members of the BPA.  BPA Meetings keep the parents/ guardians aware of upcoming events, 
fundraisers, competition schedules, volunteer opportunities, etc. and build the "family feeling" within 
the band.  Get to know the families of your student's new friends!  Meetings are usually the Third 
Thursday of each month, 7:00 p.m., band room. 

 
Band Board - These are the elected officers of the BPA.  They work with the director, Mr. Hood, 

to develop the budget each year and to coordinate the BPA’s support of the band. 
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Band Wear.  You may purchase a variety of Items with PLD Band on them – show shirts, other 

T-shirts, polo shirts, sweats, jackets, duffle bags, license plates, bandannas and flags. 
 
Band DVD (Gerlach Productions).  Each year a DVD is made showing the journey to 

competitions from band camp to the final performance with interviews of the student; often referred 
to as “Gerlach DVD”.   It is a great remembrance of the hard work and fun that it took to make the 
great PLD Band!  DVD’s are ordered in the winter for delivery in the spring. 

 
Bands of America (BOA).  BOA is a private organization that provides opportunities for 

performance, learning, and excellence through music education.  It holds several regional and super-
regional competitions for marching bands and the Grand Nationals each year in November.  The PLD 
Band will participate in regional and national competition opportunities in 2010.  See the BOA website 
at www.bands.org. 

 
“The Beach” - Really the PLD parking lot (next to the football stadium), where the band 

practices.  “The Beach” is the area under the shade trees where many parents bring chairs and watch 
practice.   

 
Color Guard. This ensemble of students utilizing flags, rifles, sabers and other equipment provides 

the visual enhancement of the music played by the musicians.  Students audition annually to become a 
part of this group.  During the spring semester some guard members participate in concert band while 
other members take different classes.  See also Winter Guard. 

Color Guard parents are part of the PLD Marching Band Family, are members of the PLD Band 
Parents Association, and are encouraged to attend and participate in the activities of the Association.  
There are numerous ongoing volunteer opportunities to support the band and color guard.  Your help 
is needed and welcomed! 

 
Concert Band:  One of the band classes which students are placed into by the band directors. 

Wind Ensemble is another band class which students are placed in by the band directors.    
 
Field Commanders are students chosen by audition to conduct the band and serve in many 

leadership roles for the marching band. 
 
Graduation.  The Band serves the PLD community by playing at graduation ceremonies at Rupp 

Arena each year.  Participation is required of all band members in the freshman, sophomore and junior 
classes.  It is the last performance of the school year. 

 
Honors Bands include the All-State and All-District Bands.  Auditions are held to qualify for 

these opportunities to participate with the district’s and state’s best musicians.  Information is available 
near audition times in late fall. 

 
Jazz Band:  Two jazz band classes are offered to students; the jazz bands have a few performances 

throughout the year.  
 
 
  
 

http://www.bands.org/
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Kentucky Music Educators Association (KMEA).   KMEA is an organization consisting of 
over 2000 professional music educators at all levels from kindergarten to the university level who are 
dedicated to the cause of music education for Kentucky children.  KMEA sanctions over 50 marching 
band festivals throughout the Commonwealth.  Distinguished rating at any of the events permits bands 
to apply to attend the State Marching Band Competition.  This event features the top 80 bands.  
KMEA also sponsors music festivals.  This provides an opportunity for students to receive ratings for 
performing as solo, small ensemble and large groups.  (Source KMEA website).  www.kmea.org  

 
Marching Band.  Students in the PLD band program do not have to participate in marching 

band.  Nonetheless, the marching band attracts the vast majority of band students.  The marching band 
is composed of the musicians and the color guard.  It brings excitement to the football field in a treat 
for the senses combining music with other performing arts.  This group performs at football games 
and competitions.  The Pit consists of those musicians that play the stationary instruments in front of 
the field and do not march during the performances.   

 
Pep Band participation is required by all band members, both marching and concert seasons. It is 

a fun time with your fellow members to play at 3 or 4 basketball games, cheering the PLD teams to 
win! 

 
Picnic on the "Dawgwood" is a pop concert and picnic held in the gym in May in cooperation 

with the PLD chorus and orchestra.  It is fundraiser for the entire music department at PLD.  You may 
buy a table or sit in the bleachers, bring your own food, purchase desserts and drinks from the 
Academic Team, bid on auction items and enjoy performances from the music department. It is an 
enjoyable night for the whole family. 

 
Pit Crew is a group of dedicated parents who transport the Pit instruments and props to and from 

each performance as well as on and off the field.  The Pit Crew also transports the larger instruments 
to concerts. 

 
The Pit – Front Ensemble:  Not to be confused with Pit Crew, this is marching band students 

who do not march, and play on the front of the field during marching band performances.  Composed 
of percussion instruments.  

 
pldband@gehlbach.com – List Serve.   This is the PLD Band email.  All Band communications 

from BPA and Band Directors is generated to this list.  Email Memo will start, “PLD BAND”.  Only 
to be used for important band information.  To be placed on the list, contact:  charhenn@aol.com 

 
www.pldband.org – Website.  Everything you need to know about the PLD Band.   
 
Red Box is located on the wall between Mr. Hood's office and the uniform room.  It is for 

payments and correspondence to the treasurer. 
 
Show Shirt or Band Tee Shirt.  The BPA provides each band member with a show shirt designed 

based on the theme of the competition show.  Show shirts are worn to show pride in the band and as a 
casual uniform as necessary.  Family members and students can purchase additional shirts at reasonable 
prices.  These are great for competitions! 

 

http://www.kmea.org/
mailto:pldband@gehlbach.com
mailto:charhenn@aol.com
http://www.pldband.org/
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TRS.  The Registration System.  You may find this online at pldband.org – This is your source 
to register each family member, including band students.  This system also allows you to register for 
Legends slots, and other fundraising activities.   

 
Uniforms.  Each band member will be assigned a uniform that will be altered to fit them. 

Uniforms remain at school and are maintained by the Uniform Committee.  Each student is 
responsible for returning each part of their uniform to the garment bag and placing the bag on the 
garment racks.  The uniform includes accessories, gloves, gauntlets, shoes, socks.  Band hats and 
plumes and color guard hair pieces are kept in separate boxes.   

 
Winter Guard.  This is a post-marching-season activity for color guard members held during the 

winter/spring semesters, December - April.  The winter guard competes against other color guards on 
a state, regional and international level.  The guard learns a new show routine that is performed to an 
artist’s recorded music instead of the band.  They perform on a tarp in gymnasiums.  Color guard 
members are not required to participate in Winter Guard, but in order to participate they must have 
marched with the color guard in the Fall PLD Marching Band season.  This is an excellent opportunity 
for guard members to strengthen their dance movement and equipment skills.  There are additional 
fees assessed and required fundraising for participation in the Winter Guard season.  See also Color 
Guard. 
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Paul Laurence Dunbar Band Parents Association, Inc. 

2010 Board and Committee Chairpersons 
 

2010 Board of Directors 
 

President:     Judy & Mike Cooper, pld.band.president@gmail.com 
Past-President:      Sharon Michael, pld.band.past.president@gmail.com 

President-Elect: David & Deena Bourne,pld.band.president.elect@gmail.com 

VP–Membership:  Mike & Lora Graves, pld.band.membership@gmail.com 

VP-Fundraising:   

Treasurer:    Dave & Becky Magner, pld.band.treasurer@gmail.com 

Secretary:  Paula Hudson, pld.band.secretary@gmail.com 

IT/Systems Coordinator:  David Adkins, pld.band.webmaster@gmail.com 

 
Mailing Address:  Paul Laurence Dunbar Band Parents Association 

P.O. Box 910068 

Lexington, KY  40591 

2010 Committees 
If you would like to help with any of these committees, please register on TRS, or contact 

the committee chairperson listed below. 

Fund Raising 
 

Cookie sale (Jan):            Lora Graves, mlecg@insightbb.com 

Flower Sale (April):             

TBA – Band Camp Sale (July):   

Cheese & Sausage (Sept.):  

Fruit & Nut (December):        

Kroger Gift Cards:  Karin Dawson, karindawson@insightbb.com 

Good Search/Good Shop:  

Calendar:    

Restaurant Coordinator:  

Sponsorship Coordinator:  

 

Performance Support 

Show Shirts:    

Spirit wear:  Jennifer Bramel, jennie@qx.net 

Section Shirts:            Karen Hilty, hilty@insightbb.com  

Season DVD:    

Musicians’ Uniforms: Amy Mattingly, whatahandful@insightbb.com  

   Co-Chair:     

Band Camp    Liz Wright, shespins@gmail.com 

Director’s Meals (Band Camp):  Dory Horne,dorywithay@insightbb.com  

   Co-Chair:  

Preview Picnic (Meal):   Jim Stark, starkjames@sbcglobal.net 

Pit/Construction:   David Mattingly, davidmat@lexmark.com  

Inspiration Committee:  Susan Laski, susanlaski@hotmail.com 
 

mailto:pld.band.president@gmail.com
mailto:pld.band.past.president@gmail.com
mailto:pld.band.president.elect@gmail.com
mailto:pld.band.membership@gmail.com
mailto:pld.band.secretary@gmail.com
mailto:pld.band.webmaster@gmail.com
mailto:mlecg@insightbb.com
mailto:karindawson@insightbb.com
mailto:jennie@qx.net
mailto:hilty@insightbb.com
mailto:whatahandful@insightbb.com
mailto:shespins@gmail.com
mailto:dorywithay@insightbb.com
mailto:starkjames@sbcglobal.net
mailto:davidmat@lexmark.com
mailto:susanlaski@hotmail.com
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Travel 

Tickets:  Dory Horne, dorywithay@insightbb.com , 223 9982 

   Co-Chair: 

Hotel:   Susie Basham, swbasham@insightbb.com 

   Co-Chair:  Tracy Bunch,  

Food:   Deena Bourne, deenab@ibc-lex.org  333-9911 

    Co-Chair:  Melissa King,  

Bus Chaperones: Lora and Mike Graves, mlecg@insightbb.com  

Hotel Chaperones: Mary Berry, maryberryky@windstream.net   

 

 

 

Membership and Information Committee 

Gehlbach Email  Charlene Henning, charhenn@aol.com      296-6449 

Newsletter: Tammy Koerner, tamkoern@gmail.com   

Web Site: David Akins, pld.band.webmaster@gmail.com   

Nametags:                             

Alumni:   

Publicity: Sharon Michael, smichael@insightbb.com 

Photography:  

Band Room Bulletin Board: Tara Combs, combstj@windstream.net 

Ride Share: 

Translator (Spanish):  Olga Hoskins, ohoskins@yahoo.com 

 

 

Hospitality 

Banquet:  Cameron Shoaf, cameronshoaf@yahoo.com  

Dawgwood:  Deena Bourne, pld.band.president.elect@gmail.com 

 
    

Legends 
 

Legends Coordinators:    Harold Putnam, 

                                                 Charlene Henning, charhenn@aol.com 

Legends Scheduler:              Laura Brubaker,  

 

Color Guard 

Equipment (Flags): 

Equipment (Rifles, Sabres): 

Hair/Make-up: 

Inspiration Committee: 

Uniform Alterations: 

Uniform/Performance Support:   

 
 
 

 

mailto:dorywithay@insightbb.com
mailto:swbasham@insightbb.com
mailto:deenab@ibc-lex.org
mailto:mlecg@insightbb.com
mailto:maryberryky@windstream.net
mailto:charhenn@aol.com
mailto:tamkoern@gmail.com
mailto:pld.band.webmaster@gmail.com
mailto:smichael@insightbb.com
mailto:combstj@windstream.net
mailto:ohoskins@yahoo.com
mailto:cameronshoaf@yahoo.com
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